21-23 August
MURDERS IN THE HOLY LAND
During a heavy attack on the southern suburbs of Jerusalem,
Dr. Levi Billig, formerly of Cambridge and now lecturer in
Arabic Literature at the Hebrew University, was shot dead
while reading in his study. A rifle was apparently thrust through
the shutters and fired point blank. An omnibus taking Jewish
workmen from an orange-grove near Kafr Saba was fired on.
The driver was killed outright, a policeman died on the way to
hospital, and three Jews and a Jewess were seriously wounded.
Saturday 22                                          THE Moscow TRIAL
All sixteen defendants charged with conspiracy against the
State have been sentenced to death by shooting. Mikhail
Tomsky, the head of the State Publishing Office, committed
suicide when the police came to arrest him. He had been im-
plicated with other high officials by the confessions of the con-
spirators. Vyshinsky, prosecuting counsel, when demanding
the execution of all sixteen, said this must be the fate of all who
are ready to knife the Soviet Government in the back. Wild
applause greeted his demand. *'Shoot all the sixteen mad dogs!"
"Mad Fascist police dogs!" he shouted, "despicable rotten
dregs of humanity! Scum of the underworld!"
Sunday 23                                     FIERCE FIGHTING IN SPAIN
There was heavy fighting at Gijon, where the Government
supporters are now in control. They stormed the barracks where
the insurgents were lodged. The main attack was made by
miners armed with sticks of dynamite, who rushed towards the
barracks. Many were killed in the murderous fire, but the sur-
vivors lit their fuses and hurled the dynamite over the walls.
Soon the barracks were in flames, but the insurgents fought on
till the roof collapsed. It is believed that only 150 out of 500
escaped alive. The officers who were not killed committed
suicide.
Government forces have also entered Cordoba. The insur-
gents have moved their headquarters from Burgos to Valladolid
in preparation for a bigger operation in the direction of Madrid.
The Government have deprived Professor Miguel de
Unanvmo of his life-rectorship of the University of Salamanca,
and of his o .her appointments in the Ministry of Education.
NAZIS AND THE CHURCH
Pastors of the Confessional Movement at this morning's
services read out a manifesto dealing with the difficulties of the
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